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Wasting Money In
Afghanistan?
“What good is America
doing here?” I’d often ask
myself during my Special
Forces A-Team’s recent
extended deployment in
Afghanistan. My team’s
mission was uncomplicated: to prevent the Taliban
and al-Qaeda from reestablishing themselves in
the country. It was
America’s overall goals and
the possibility of achieving them that I
questioned. Just how willing should we
American taxpayers be to spend countless billions of our dollars on a changeless, hopeless country that we never
gave much of a hoot about before 9-11?
There is no question that we had the
right and imperative to attack
Afghanistan in October 2001 when the
Taliban leadership refused to turn over
Osama and his buddies. Lickety-split,
we occupied the country, with remnants of the defeated terrorists finding
safe haven in Pakistan.
The thrashing was two years ago,
and we still have 8,000-plus troops in
Afghanistan (and 2,000 more in support in Uzbekistan) at an occupation
cost of nearly a billion dollars a month.
Nation-building, we are told, is the justification, thus creating a stable, free
society in which terrorists would not be
welcomed or sponsored.
First, it might be just a bit presump-
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tuous of us to believe that
we can build a nation
where, instead of there
being a tight weave of a
united populace, there has
always been a loose scattering of feudal warlordruled tribes whom we
clump together as a country more for geography
and culture than for
nationalism.
Second, it might be even more presumptuous of us to assume that we can
make democratic freedom flower where
for two thousand years the people have
never shown an inclination themselves
to plow that ground and sow those
seeds.
It makes me wonder if the academic
and bureaucratic hacks who sold our
political and military leaders on this
pipe-dream concept of nation-building
and freedom-farming weren’t packing
their pipes with hallucinogenic Afghani
hashish. What they’ve left out of the
equation is the concept’s fatal flaw: the
Afghan culture itself.
I cannot imagine how we can build a
nation in a culture of disparate tribes
who disdain one another and unite only
to expel pesky invaders, like the British
and Russians. American troops and
money (millions in bribes to the warContinued on page 81

CONTRIBUTORS: Manuscripts, photographs or drawings are submitted at the contributor’s own risk. Material should be mailed to
Articles Editor, SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303-1340, and cannot be returned unless
accompanied by sufficient postage. Any material accepted is subject to such revision as is necessary to meet the editorial requirements of
SOF. All digital manuscripts must be submitted in Microsoft Word. All photographs must be credited and be accurately identified. Payment
will be made at rates current at time of publication. Editorial office phone number is 303-449-3750 ext. 309.
Copyright © 2004 by SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine Inc. All Rights Reserved.

SUPPORT THE TROOPS!

•

w w w. s o f m a g . c o m

Thomas D. Reisinger
B. Bigler

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE (USPS 525-810, ISSN 0145-6784), March 2004, Volume 29, Number 3, is published monthly by SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Inc., 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303-1340. Periodicals Postage is paid at Boulder, CO and
additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Subscription Department, POB 348,
Mt Morris, IL 61054-0348 or call 1-800-877-5207. U.S. and APO-FPO subscription rate for twelve monthly issues $29.95. Canada
add $15.00/yr. additional postage (includes GST tax registration business number: 12847 6249 RT). All other countries add $40.00
U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Single Issue Price — U.S.: $4.99; United Kingdom: £2.60; Canada: $6.99. PRINTED IN THE USA.

6

Don McLean

•

Chief Contributing Foreign Correspondent
Rob Krott
Senior Contributing Foreign Correspondents
Dale B. Cooper • Peter Douglas
Dr. Tom Marks • Maj. Mike Williams
Mike Winchester

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

Aviation Dana Drenkowski
Defensive Firearms John Farnam • Edged Weapons Bill
Bagwell • Explosives/Demolitions John Donovan
Gun Rights Paul Danish • Latin America Hugo Hartenstein
Military History William Brooks — William H.
Northacker • Outdoor Affairs Galen Geer • Paramedic
Operations Dr. John Peters • Skydiving Kitty Baran
Sniping/Countersniping Maj. Dick Culver, USMC (Ret.)
UDT/SEAL Larry Bailey • Unconventional Operations
Brig. Gen. Heinie Aderholt, USAF (Ret.)

ADVERTISING
ADVERTISING DIRECTOR

Tom Chambers

C a l l To l l - F r e e : 8 8 8 - 8 11 - 8 0 0 9
E-mail: tchambers19@cox.net

C I R C U L AT I O N
Richard Convertito
909-867-4585

CIRCULATION DIRECTOR

S O F W E B S I T E : w w w. s o f m a g . c o m
E-Mail: e d i t o r s o f @ a o l . c o m
FOR EDITORIAL, CALL

303-449-3750, ext. 309
SUBSCRIPTION INQUIRIES CALL,

1-800-877-5207
FOR LIST RENTAL, CALL STATLISTICS;
BARB STANLEY: 203-778-8700

E-Mail: b.stanley@statlistics.com

I N

M E M O R I A M

Alexander McColl
Craig Nunn
John Coleman
Col. Chuck Allen (Ret.)
Lance Motley
Barry Sadler
Robert MacKenzie
George Bacon
Mike Echanis
Roddy Scott

Special Projects Director
Art Director
Former Managing Editor
Contributing Editor
Foreign Correspondent
Contributing Editor
Contributing Editor
Foreign Correspondent
Foreign Correspondent
Foreign Correspondent

NOTICE: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is a magazine of national and international distribution. There may be
products in the magazine of which sale, possession or interstate transportation may be restricted, prohibited or subject
to special licensing requirements in your state or nation.
Purchasers should consult local law enforcement authorities in their area. All data in this publication, technical or otherwise, are based upon personal experience or individuals
using specific tools, products, equipment and components
under particular conditions and circumstances, some of
which may not be reported in the article and which Soldier
Of Fortune has not otherwise verified. Soldier Of Fortune,
its agents, officers and employees disclaim any responsibility for all liability, injuries or damages.

SO L D I E R O F F O RT U N E

M A RC H 2 0 0 4

317 CMG q

12/17/03

10:35 AM

Page 81

Command Guidance
Continued from page 6

lords) may get the tribes to sit down
together today and share chy (tea), but
don’t bet on the warlords holding
hands and singing “We Are The
World.” Rest assured, when the troops
leave and the money dries up, the
tribes will be sharing hot lead and
exploding RPGs, not chy.
As for our peddling freedom, that’s
going to be a tough sell in a culture in
which the male adheres strictly to his
perceived Koran-dictated two-femalesequals-one-male subjugation of women.
Women in Afghanistan share none of
the physical or social liberties of men.
They participate in daily life as family
members only, and then only as the
bearers. They bear the children, bear
the firewood, bear the water and bear
the entire physical burden of the household. They are but blue-burka-clad
forms who cast no shadows while passing. One does not talk to them. One
does not even acknowledge their existence with a glance. Forget the hypedup media tales of the rare Kabul women
allowed to speak in public and wear
Western clothes; the majority of Afghan

women have less freedom and less dignity today than a black slave in 1800s’
America. A teammate of mine summed
it up perfectly when he noted that he
“would rather be a dog in America than
a woman in Afghanistan.”
As ugly as that sounds, it is something we should not ignore, as our leaders, having established a hands-off policy toward all things religious in
Afghanistan, do not demand cultural
change of the Afghans. Do we really
want to continue pouring billions of
dollars into a culture that sanctions and
promotes such an abhorrent treatment
of women?
Perhaps none of it matters, not the
nation-building nor the freedom-farming. Some of my teammates used to
speculate that America is in
Afghanistan only to secure the territory
for an eventual pipeline from oil-rich
Kazakhstan to the Indian Ocean. That
hardly seems cost-effective.
More likely, our prolonged occupation and extravagant spending is nothing more than was my team’s mission:
to prevent the terrorists from returning.
In that case, there’s even more reason
we should pull out. Right now, the
Taliban and al-Qaeda, covertly protected by our supposed allies in Pakistan,

are effectively out of our reach there.
Let them mistakenly return to an
American-free Afghanistan, and we can
cruise-missile them to smithereens,
backed up with quick-insertion, lethal
Special Forces teams. A day, two days, a
week, and we’re done. Every year or so,
as needed, repeat the instant cleansing.
That may not be the feel-good, niceguy way of international relations, but it
sure would be a lot cheaper. Why dump
billions of dollars attempting to create a
free nation in a culture that is neither
inclined nor open to one? Should we do
the same for the dozens of other countries which could rightfully demand
equal attention? At what cost?
Better that we should judge the
Afghans for who they are and relinquish the nice-guy posturing, foldingup our tents and giving the Afghans
the freedom to make of their country
what they will, with the not-very-niceguy warning: We’ll pop in with force
as we see fit. After all, no matter how
naïve, forgiving and generous we
Americans are, by nature and practice,
few around the world think we’re nice
guys anyway.
Since 1978, Paul Avalone has served
with the 7th, 12th and 20th SFGA.

SOF SOG
SHIRT

BACK SIDE

Colorful large back
image with front
left chest logo.
Black heavyweight
100% cotton.
M-L-XL $15 ea

Made from Jerzees Activewear,
comfortable 50% cotton/50%
polyester, draw-string hood.
Available in MED. thru XXXL.
$30 M-XL • $34 2X-3X
Black only.

FRONT LEFT CHEST

XXL-XXXL $17 ea

ORDER ONLINE AT www.sofmag.com
CREDIT CARDS TOLL FREE: 800-800-7630
ORDERING INFO

Circle Size

#T0010 SOF SOG Shirt
M-L-XL
#T0010x SOF SOG Shirt XXL-XXXL

Quantity

Price

@
@

$15.00
$17.00

Sub Total

Shipping & Handling: $4 /1st item; $1.50 each add’l item.
®

Sales tax may apply. Allow 2-3 weeks delivery.

TOTAL

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE
5735 Arapahoe, Ste. A5, Boulder, CO 80303
NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE:

M A RC H 2 0 0 4

ORDERING INFO

Circle Size

#HS001

SOF Hooded Sweatshirt

#HS001x

SOF Hooded Sweatshirt XXL XXXL

Quantity

M L XL

Price

@

$30.00

@

$34.00

Sub Total

S&H: $5 /1st item; $2.00 each add’l item. Sales tax may apply.

STATE:

TOTAL

ZIP:

EMAIL:
© 2003. Soldier Of Fortune is a registered trademark . All rights reserved.

ALL0W 2-3 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY

SO L D I E R O F F O RT U N E

•

ORDER ONLINE AT
www.sofmag.com

CREDIT CARDS TOLL FREE: 800-800-7630

w w w. s o f m a g . c o m

SOF logo is a registered trademark. © SOF 2003

•

NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY:
PHONE:

STATE:
EMAIL:

ZIP:

Send Money Order/MC/Visa To: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE
5735 Arapahoe Ave., Ste. A-5, Boulder, CO 80303

SUPPORT THE TROOPS!

81

